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NCSL National Education Seminar
What Works to Improve Education
Student success is a primary goal in America. But achieving it is a daunting task. That is why a vigorous exchange of ideas—delving into who’s do-
ing what that’s working—is so critical. Through rigorous research and innovative practice we are learning what works to improve education. 

Come to the NCSL National Education Seminar, co-sponsored by Teachers College, Columbia University, to:

Find out what works to:

Over the course of three days, you’ll be a part of an 
elite group,  gathered to !nd solutions for a com-

ncsl.org/nationaleducationseminar



Who Attends New York City

Come experience all that New York City is famous for.

and Chrysler Building, the Statue of Liberty, Rockefeller 

Brooklyn Bridge and all the other world-famous attrac-
-

borhood to explore, another restaurant to try, another 
Broadway show or museum to see, another don’t-miss 
cultural performance or sporting event.

 NCSL’s National Education Seminar will connect you with 
hundreds of dynamic, talented professionals, all eager to share 
ideas and solutions. The meeting is intended for legislators, leg-

Teachers College is pleased to welcome the NCSL National Education 
Seminar to New York City for three days of discussion about some of the 
most important issues facing our states and the nation. 

Teachers College, 
Columbia University 

The meeting is co-sponsored by Teachers College, Columbia University—the 
nation’s oldest and largest graduate school of education—a place whose 
founding vision was to bring educational opportunities to all members of 
society, and whose faculty and students have demonstrated the power of ideas 
to change the world. 

ncsl.org/nationaleducationseminar
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General Sessions

!ank you to 
our Sponsors!

Opportunities? Contact Julie Bell at 
(303)856-1351.

Teachers College

Education
Nellie Mae Education Foundation

National Education Association
American Federation of Teachers

College Board
Career College Association

The Wallace Foundation

3:15-4:30 pm, Saturday, March 13

Closing the Achievement Gap: Healthier Students are Better Learners

State policy to improve educational outcomes cannot only focus on what happens in the classroom but must stra-
tegically and comprehensively address social and health disparaties impacting our youth.  

9-10:15 am, Sunday, March 14

Insights on Current and Future Education Reforms (This session is sponsored by the Nellie Mae Edu-
cation Foundation)

odds on policy solutions over the years, they both share a deep passion for improving education. They will discuss 
-

ferences, in this special plenary session.

New York

10:30 am-Noon, Sunday, March 14

College Readiness: Next Steps for Advancing State Policy 

State legislatures have tried many policies to improve college readiness, but most have been isolated rather than 
systemic reforms. Many have focused on college preparation but lack a connection and alignment with higher 

Tom Bailey

Charles Basch



“Let us not be content to wait and see what 
will happen, but give us the determination 

to make the right things happen. “

Pre-Conference Site Visits - Friday, March 12

Preparing E!ective School Leaders

Learn about the impressive investment New York 
City is making to improve school leaders at the 
New York Leadership Academy. The academy 
prepares principals for some of the city’s most 
challenging schools. Talk with leaders and gradu-
ates of the academy as well as researchers about 

-

with support from The Wallace Foundation. 

NCSL Contact: Sara Shelton 

Reception at the Asia Society

food and drink and a discussion about how other 
countries are investing in teachers and principals.  

                       Speaker:  Vivien Stewart, The Asia                                                                                                                                             
                       Society, New York

Improving Student Achievement and School 
Performance Through “Response to Interven-
tion” 

-
proach to school reform that uses data to make 

in New York City to learn how teachers and school 
administrators have used this approach to respond 
to student needs and improve overall school suc-

about recent state legislation and implementation 
stories from states that have used this method. This 
site visit is made possible with support from Renais-

NCSL Contact: Michelle Exstrom

Friday, March 12, 2010, Site visits start at the Sheraton Manhattan Hotel—space is limited and pre-registration is required. Call or e-mail 
the NCSL Contact listed below to sign up or for more details.

8 a
.m

. -
 5 

 p.
m. Increasing Success for Low-Income Community 

College Students

founded in 1963 and serves approximately 30,000 

noncredit courses in the liberal arts, career edu-

serves a diverse student population and ranks 
among the top community colleges in the country 
in associate degrees awarded to minority students. 

studies to learn what helps community college 

-

!ndings on !nancial aid, remediation and learning 

throughout the City University of New York system 
that are improving students’ success. This visit is 

-

Sciences.

NCSL Contact: Brenda Bautsch 

8 a
.m

. -
 5 

 p.
m.

8 a
.m

. -
 5 

 p.
m.

6:3
0-

8:0
0 p

.m
.

michelle.exstrom@ncsl.org
303-856-1564

brenda.bautsch@ncsl.org
303-856-1642

sara.shelton@ncsl.org
303-856-1647

ncsl.org/nationaleducationseminar

Vivien Stewart



State Educational Data Systems and Student 
Privacy

As states develop more sophisticated ways to 
collect and use student data to help drive deci-
sions, protecting student privacy becomes a major 

Campaign, along with an author of a recent Ford-
ham Law School study of educational data pri-
vacy, will discuss the current state of data privacy 
protections and what states may want to consider 
as data collection and use expands.

Speakers:  Joel Reidenberg, Center on Law and 

-

Saturday, March 13, 2010, Sessions to be held at Teachers College, Columbia University

 Continental Breakfast

Welcome and Greetings

York

-
ondary Research, New York

NCSL, Colorado

Sorting Out School Choice Research

Amy Stuart Wells has built her academic research 
career studying school choice, charter schools, 
public school desegregation, and student 

-

Speaker:  Amy Stuart Wells, Teachers College and 

The Changing Role of Community Colleges

With signi!cant budget cuts to higher education, 
community colleges are taking on new and im-
portant roles in state higher education systems. 
Learn how community colleges are evolving and 
hear how one state is designing a major produc-
tivity initiative around community colleges.

-
ondary Research, New York

8 -
 9 

a.m
. E!ective Educators

Research con!rms that teachers and principals 
are the two most important factors in student 
achievement, particularly in high–needs schools. 

-
tiveness (what it is and how you measure it) and 
discuss what state policymakers can do to recruit, 

Online Learning and State College Completion 
Goals

As states face their worst !scal situation in recent 
memory, legislators need innovative options to 
meet important goals in higher education. Online 
learning is a growing trend that increases access 
to traditional and nontraditional students, can cost 

-
fectiveness of online learning, how online learning 
can help states meet college completion goals, 
state policy issues that may provide barriers to 
online learning opportunities, and how states can 

Speakers: James Applegate, Lumina Foundation 

Pickup Box Lunch for Sessions 
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Improving Remedial Education

More than one third of all public college students 
enroll in at least one remedial or developmental 
course. The more remedial courses students take, 

research on what works to improve the success of 
students enrolled in these courses.

-
ondary Research, New York

 

The Role of the State Legislature in School Fi-
nance Litigation

constitutionality of school !nance systems in 
all but !ve states.  School !nance litigation can 
continue for years and create political animosi-

Saturday, March 13, 2010, cont. 
12

:15
-1

:30
 p.

m. Michael Rebell argue that state courts can—
and should—engage and collaborate with the 
executive and legislative branches in remedying 
constitutional defects in school !nance systems.  

Speaker:  Michael Rebell, Teachers College, Co-
lumbia University, New York

Performance Funding in Higher Education

Many state legislatures are looking for new 
ways to fund higher education, given tight state 
budgets, rising tuition and low college comple-
tion rates. Explore the pros and cons of perform-
ance-based funding, which links state funding 
to performance indicators like course or degree 
completion rates, or the number of low-income 
and minority graduates.

Columbia University, New York

Representative Ted Celeste, Ohio

General Session

What Works to Close the Achievement Gap: 
Healthier Students are Better Learners

State policy to improve educational outcomes 
cannot only focus on what happens in the 
classroom but must strategically and compre-
hensively address social and health disparaties 
impacting our youth.   

-

Reception at The New York Times 

Join us for light refreshments and a discussion 
about innovation in education.  We’ll talk about 

-
tion in the states.  And, we’ll hear from some of 
New York City’s education leaders about what in-
novation looks like at the state and school level.

New York Times, New York
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New York Times Building
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Sunday, March 14, 2010, Sessions to be held at the Sheraton New York Hotel Towers
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on College Readiness: 
Next Steps for 

Advancing State 
Policy

Closing General Session

10:30 a.m. to Noon

General Session

Insights on Current and Future Education 
Reforms (This session is sponsored by the Nellie 
Mae Education Foundation)

of today’s most well-respected American 
educational thinkers. While at odds on policy 
solutions over the years,  both share a deep 
passion for improving education. They will discuss 
current and emerging education policy changes 
and reforms from the popular Education Week 

session.

New York University, New York

University, New York

9 -
 10

:15
 a.

m. General Session

College Readiness: Next Steps for Advancing State 
Policy 

State legislatures have tried many policies to improve 
college readiness, but most have been isolated 
rather than systemic reforms. Many have focused 
on college preparation but lack a connection and 
alignment with higher education entrance standards 

reform more strategically. 

Research, New York

 

Meeting Adjourns
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Four Ways to Register  Hotel Reservations
            A block of rooms has been reserved at:

 

 811 7th Avenue

 New York, New York 10019

Rate $169 single/double 

 

The registration fee is payable in advance to the National Conference of State Legislatures or onsite. The 

a member of your immediate family.

 

All cancellations must be made in writing and may be faxed to (303) 364-7811, or e-mailed to registration@

-

tions cancelled after the conference begins. 

 

-

onsite substitutions are allowed.

                                                       

Online: www.ncsl.org/nationaleducationseminar (preferred)1. 

Fax: (303) 364-78112. 

3. 

4. 

Badges
Badges and con!rmations will NOT be 

badges at registration.

Registration information: 

(E-mail: registration@ncsl.org

 

 NCSL Foundation Sponsors  $399  $525

Category Rate

ncsl.org/nationaleducationseminar

A limited amount of travel stipends are available 
-

ncsl.org for details.


