
The primary purpose of this study is to test 

the effectiveness of learning community 

models at increasing academic 

achievement, retention in college, and 

degree attainment for community college 

students who enter college academically 

under-prepared  

      

A Logic Model 

A cohort of students takes two or more 

courses linked by integrated themes and 

assignments that are developed through 

ongoing faculty collaboration. Learning 

communities are intended to foster active 

and collaborative learning and to create 

strong relationships among students and 

between students and faculty. These 

elements are theorized to increase 

students’ motivation and sense of 

belonging, which in turn drive their effort, 

learning, persistence, and, ultimately, 

  

“Learning communities seek to construct a 

shared, coherent educational experience [and] 

to involve students both socially and 
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To learn more about the Learning Communities Demonstration  please see “The 

Learning Communities Demonstration: Rationale  Sites and Research Design ” 
available here and at www mdrc org 

1) Students report forming closer relationships with other 

students as a result of the cohort taking courses together. 

2) Within each college  faculty collaboration and 

integration of courses has been variable. 

3) As a result of (2)  the extent to which LCs offered a 
different kind of teaching and learning experience 

varied. 

4) Some programs became more robust over time and as 

a result of the professional development offered during 

the demonstration. 

Community College of Baltimore County (Baltimore  MD) links a developmental English or 

reading class with a college-level course  supplemented with a Master Learner  one credit 

seminar. 

Hillsborough Community College (Tampa  FL) links a developmental reading course with a 
college success course.  

Houston Community College System (Houston  TX) links a developmental math course with a 

student success course.  

Kingsborough Community College (Brooklyn  NY) links two courses that are required for an 

occupational or liberal arts major with a 1-credit integrative seminar.   

Merced College (Merced  CA) links a developmental English course with either 

developmental math  developmental reading  a student success course  or a college-level 
course.  

Queensborough Community College (Queens  NY) links a developmental math course with 

a developmental English course or a college-level course.  
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